Defendant/Offender Workforce Development Conference

Bridges to Re-Entry

\\

\

\

BRIDGES 2REEN£[515§

F E R E N C E
R G H, P A
i 20009

P1T S B
A PRI

D O W D C O
TS BU
L

N
C
5

April 5-8, 2009
Pittsburgh Hilton
Pittsburgh, PA

Call for Proposals

The Defendant/Offender Workforce Development Conference is a unique event for anyone working with
offender reentry. With 650,000 people being released from prison annually, this conference has become a
premier crime reduction and employment event in the country. The Department of Justice reports that one of
every 15 people in this country will serve a prison term during their lifetime. Of those released, 67.5% will be
rearrested within three years. Having a meaningful job with a livable wage has proven to reduce the likelihood
of re-offending. By networking with others throughout the nation, all attendees have the opportunity to learn
better practices and implement them in their home communities.

The 2009 National Planning Committee, including representatives from the Federal Bureau of Prisons,
National Institute of Corrections, US Department of Labor, Office of Probation and Pretrial Services;
Administrative Office of the US Courts, and the National Career Development Association, invite submissions
from anyone interested in presenting at the DOWD Conference. Following are the program types for which
proposals are being accepted:

Types of Programs

Pre-Conference Workshop — NIC sponsored 2 % hour workshops with one break. Workshops can include
panel discussions or a sole presenter. Audience participation is encouraged.



Conference Workshop — 90-minute traditional format. Workshops can include panel discussions or a sole
presenter . Audience participation is encouraged.

Roundtable — Shorter 45-minute overview workshops to be repeated 2-4 times; will be scheduled in one room
with a series of other roundtables concurrently; presenter should introduce a topic of interest, include facilitated
discussion with the audience; provide handouts as necessary; no A/V equipment will be available thus
PowerPoints are not necessary.

Conference Audience

Past attendance at the DOWD Conference include federal, state and local corrections staff and administrators,
offender workforce development specialists, directors and staff of federal agencies involved in offender reentry,
parole and pretrial service officers, faith-based community organizations and other organizations involved in
offender workforce development.

Conference Topic Areas

All submissions should highlight the conference theme, address the unique issues of those working with
offender in workforce development, and introduce tools and resources needed for success. Key topic areas
have been identified for this conference as follows:

Special & Diverse Populations; Addressing their unique needs

Partnership Development/Collaboration Efforts; Creating a Culture for Change

What the Research Says: Evidence-Based Practice/Programs

Targeting Skill Needs (assessments; apprenticeships; programs) and Addressing Barriers (internal;
external; personal)

Labor/Industry Demands; Jobs and Employers; Employment Retention

Working with Community Resources (profit/non-profit, housing and residential reentry centers, faith-
based, one-stops)

7. Public Policy/Legislative (i.e Second Chance Act impact, application, grants sources)

8. Technical Exhibits (vendors and employers are urged to apply)
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Submission Information

Submission Instructions: Be clear and concise. Proposals must be electronically submitted via our online form
at www.ncda.org. Visit www.ncda.org, click on the DOWD Headline line on the homepage and follow the online
submission instructions. Correspondence regarding program proposal acceptance will be made via email.

A confirmation page will follow the submission screen once you click ‘submit’ on the form. If you do not see a
confirmation screen following your submission please contact Bobbi Carter at bcarter@ncda.org or phone
(918) 663-7060.

Deadline for Submission: Monday, September 15, 2008.

Program Selection Process: The DOWD Program Committee will review all proposals. Final decisions will be
based on quality, level of expertise, and relation to the conference theme. The presenter(s) will be notified of
acceptance or rejection of the proposal no later than Thursday, November 30, 2008.

If you do not receive an email notification of your acceptance or decline from NCDA by Thursday, November
30, 2008 please contact Bobbi Carter at bcarter@ncda.org or phone (918) 663-7060.

Conference Registration: Registration is required of all presenters attending the DOWD Conference. For
those accepted presenters, a reduced registration of $250 is offered. Only those presenters who are not
planning to attend any other conference events may attend without registering. The Registration deadline is
Tuesday, February 10, 2008. Failure to register by the deadline may result in cancellation of your program.
You must be available to present at any time scheduled during the conference (Tuesday, April 7 through
Wednesday, April 8, 2009; Pre-Conference Workshops on Monday, April 6". Requests for specific days and
times cannot be honored)







